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What exactly is a library? The word itself originates from the Latin “librarium” from “librarius” from “liber”,
referring respectively to “bookcase”, “concerning books” and “paper”. Whilst some see it as a place to obtain
information from books, journals, newspapers and other audio visual and electronic resources, others see it as a
place of solitude, simply to relax, contemplate or perhaps get together with others to work on projects as a group.
Whether run by universities, institutions, governments or in some cases, individuals, libraries are generally seen
as a place where extensive materials are available as well as where the assistance of professionals is at hand to
take advantage of in search of locating the information one requires.

Recently, few would disagree that libraries have changed to keep up with technology. Some in fact speculate
whether libraries will indeed have a place in the future and whether they are able to keep evolving to keep pace
with what patrons need. With the blistering pace of technology and the digital age well and truly with us, the
traditional role of the library may undoubtedly struggle to lure us with books alone, many of which are
increasingly available online, able to be read on computer tablets and the like.

In fact, it has only been a somewhat recent development over the last few decades that libraries have consequently
needed to redefine themselves to provide information electronically. Libraries of an academic nature in particular
have arguably succumbed to this trend more so than other institutional facilities, in order to provide accessibility
to researchers and students alike. Moreover, regardless of the decline in the paper medium, many librarians
argue that libraries continue to play a vital role in the development of an information-literate society. It is true
that the traditional library is declining and some libraries are transforming to become centres that provide
information and ideas that are fundamental to functioning successfully in today’s information and
knowledge-based society. In fact, it is interesting to note that some librarians are now referred to as database
managers, web masters, information architects, web librarians, cataloguers, or library media specialists.

Today, libraries promote the free flow of information and ideas through open access to recorded knowledge,
information, and creative works, connection of people to ideas, and a commitment to literacy. This
information literacy and learning, and a respect for the diversity and individuality of all people is seen as
central to libraries, as is the preservation of the human records and excellence in professional service to the
communities they serve.

Finally, the joy of quietly reading a book in its physical form is still attractive to many. Furthermore, recent
media has brought to light some of the cons of online reading such as the ever-present temptation of other online
applications and email, competing with our attention over online books and other reading material.
It should also be noted that in spite of the convenience for researchers and students of locating
potentially sound information on the net, it is difficult to compete with the depth of information
available in other sources available at libraries, especially books and other reference material.
Whatever the reason to step in to a library, we should be grateful for the wealth of knowledge

available to us and the joy that reading brings.
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