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[I. HEHBHEBETYT. BRESEPBETH L]

I Read the following text and answer the questions that follow it.
50 Years of the Magic Cube

It was around 5¢ years ago, in 1974, when a man named Erné Rubik first created
the device he called the Magic Cube. Although this invention would later change
names and fascinate the world with its simple vet difficultto-solve design, Rubik

(=

()
had no idea of this incredible future at the time.

What is now known as the Rubik’s Cube was first created not as a toy but as a
tool for understanding how 2D objects work and move, In 1374, Emnd Rubik
worked at the Academy of Applied Arts and Crafts in the city of Budapest,
Hungarv. As a teacher, he wanted to make an object that would show his
students how pieces of a system could move separately from each other. After
mixing up the pieces of his new invention and not being able to put them back in
the correct order, he realized that his Magic Cube was actually a puzzle. For the
first version of his cube, It took Rubik about a4 month to solve it by putting the
pieces back in their positions.
[ p—

Only a few years later in 1277, the Magic Cube was being sold in toy stores in
Ernd Rubik’s home country. lmmediately, people became interested in this toy's
unique design, and some gaw the potential for #ts wider popularity. By 1975, the
Magic Cube had spread across Europe, and a contract had been signed to release
it worldwide. The company that wanted to start selling it in many countries
around the world, I[deal Tovs, decided to change the name to Rubik’s Cube, which
it considered easier to remember. Theyv also thought changing the name helped
highlight the creator and let his name become widely known.

— ] - OMEEES 14



In its original form, the Rubik’s Cube is shaped like a small box, with three
squares along each of its sides. All these square pleces have one of six colors on
each of their faces. To solve the puzzle, vou must line up all the colors on every
side to be the same. Despite its simple design, solving the Rubik's Cube is quite
complex.  Cubers, or people who like to solve Rubik’s Cubes, use a series of
moves called algorithms to complete each step of the solution. Remembering
these algorithms, being able to see patterns in the pieces quickly, and having a
feeling of enjoyment when you complete the puzzle are all key parts of becoming

a good cuber,

Although the Rubik’s Cube didn’t sell much after it first appeared globally in toy
stores, it eventually became a cultural boom with many people around the world
excited to try this new toy. This sudden increase in interest among the public
was helped by commercials and advertisements on TV and in newspapers. In
1981, it was now so that 3 out of the 10 best-selling bocks in the United

2
States were about how to solve a Ruhbik’s Cube!

BTG

A 3 X 3 RBubik’s Cube

Source: Aichi Prefectural University
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Once the Rubik’s Cube began appearing in stores globally, increasing numbers of
people around the world became motivated to try solving it in shorter and shorter
times. In 188Z, the first Rubik’s Cube competition was held in the inventor's
home country of Hungary. The first-place time was 22,95 seconds. Almost
immediately after its worldwide release, the race to become the fastest cuber in
the world had begun, with the size of these competitions growing alongside this

increasing interest,

These davs, tournaments are held across the globe every year where people
compete for the fastest solving times. One of the most famous of these speed
cubers is an American named Max Park, When Max was a child, he had
difficulty moving his hands. To help wit}j‘%, his mother taught him how to use
a Rubik’s Cube and encouraged him to‘éls-‘;pend time practicing it. Max gquickly
grew to love solving it, and in a short time he became one of the world’'s best
cubers. At the time of this writing, Max Park holds the record for the fastest
single solving time on the original 2 X 2 Rubik’s Cube, with an incredible 2. 13
seconds! But with speed cubers still so active around the world, many people are

now trying their best to beat this record time.

r o )
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$Tor the following guestions, chooge one of the following options, a, b, ¢, or d,

and mark the letter on vour answer sheet,

[

Which of the following is closest in meaning to the underlined phrase

{1} *Rubik had no idea of this incredible future at the tirne” in the text?

da.

[oR

o

d.

He couldnt have imagined how famous the Rubik’s Cube would
hecome,

He couldn’t have predicted how difficult building his new invention
would be.

He couldn't have known how enjovable heing a speed cuber would be
for him.

He couldn’t have guessed how unhappy his school would become with

him.

Which best fillz in the underlined blank ) in the text?

current
safest
fixed

original

Which best fills in the underlined blank (3) in the text?

understood
believable
popular

social
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What does the underlined pronoun (4 “this” in the text refer to?

Max’s desire to become a speed cuber
Max’s relationship with his mother
Max’s difficulty moving his hands

Max’s love of solving new puzzles

According to the text, which of the following is true about why Ernd Rubik

invented the Eubik’s Cube?

da.

b.

ol

He wanted to create an interesting and challenging puzzle.
He wanted to sell @ new toy and earn a lot of money.
He wanted to become famous around Europe and the US.

He wanted to use it as a teaching tool for his students.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the text as a way of

hecoming good at solving the Rubik’s Cube?

a
L.

ol

ol

remembering the series of moves that helps vou solve the cube
having good evesight and a strong connection between body and mind
being able to recognize patterns in the cube in a short amount of time

feeling a sense of satisfaction and happiness when vou solve the cube

. According to the text, which of the following is true about why the name

of the toy was changed to the Rubik’s Cube?

a.

L.

Erné Rubik thought he should become famous because of his

invention.

Erng Rubik learned that Magic Cube was already the name of another

toy.

Ideal Tovs wanted Emd Rubilk to earn more money through his

invention.

Ideal Tovs wanted customers to learn the name of the product’s

inventor.

- b - OMEBES 18)



5. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the text as something that

10,

happened after the Rubik’s Cube was released?

a.

b.

The cube began appearing in the media, which led to increasing sales.
Many schools started using the cube to teach design to their students.
Some people became motivated to solve the cube as quickly as
possible.

Guides related to the Rubik’s Cube puzzle began to sell well in the US.

According to the text, which of the following is true about speed cubing

competitions?

a.

d.

The number of people who compete to be the world's fastest cuber
has grown since the first competition was held.
Erné Rubik promoted speed cubing competitions and competed in

them himself in his home country of Hungary.

. An American cuber named Max Park earned a world record for the

fastest solving time at the first cubing competition.
Only speed cubers who have memorized many algorithms and

patterns are allowed to enter the competitions,

Which of the following would the author of this text most likely agree

with?

a.

[

Solving a Rubik’s Cube is something that should be taught to children
to help them become smarter.

Guides for solving Rubik’s Cubes should he translated into as many
different languages as possible,

People around the world will continue to be motivated to solve the
Rubik’s Cube in shorter times.

Max Park’s mother is probably not satisfied yet with his performance
as a global speed cuber.

— OMEEES 190



I Read the following text and answer the questions that follow it.

The Return of Okinawa’s Lost Treasures

=y

Painting of an Okinawan King
Source; Mtps S mainichifn/ aticles/ 20240315/ k00 00m/ 040/ 389000

Along with the horrors of war, it is a sad fact that in global conflicts many
precicus pieces of art are stolen and end up a long way away from the country of
their origin. However, recently, the international community has heen
recognising more and more the importance of returning stolen items not only for
improving relations between countries but also to ensure that people can

appreciate the richness of their cultural heritage.

During World War I, many valuable historical items were taken from Okinawa,
such as old paintings of Okinawan kings, a 19%th-century map, and various tvpes
of pottery. These artifacts originated from the Ryukyu Kingdom, an independent
kingdom that ruled Okinawa from the 15th to the 19th century before it hecame
part of Japan. Recently, a specific set of 22 items, consisting of these old
paintings, the map, and the pottery, was returned to Okinawa. This marks a
significant victory in protecting and celebrating Okinawa’s cultural heritage.

- SMEEET 200



The story of these ftems’ return began in Massachusetts, US., where a family
found them while sorting through their late father‘&g\belongings. Although he had
fought in World War I, he had never been sent t(; jOkinawa, but somehow these
Okinawan items were among his things. Realising the importance of the find,
the family checked with the FBI's (Federal Bureau of Investigation) National
Stolen Art File, a special list that tracks stolen art and cultural tems., This step

taken by the family confirmed that the items were stolen and had been reported

as missing.

The FBI was vital in returning these cultural ftems to Okinawa, carefully
checking whether they were genuine and organising their safe return. To
celebrate this, a4 ceremony in Okinawa was attended by local leaders, including
Denny Tamaki, the Governor of Okinawa Prefecture. Before their journey back
home to Okinawa, the items were carefully looked after at the Smithsonian

Institution’s National Museum of Asian Art in Washington, District of Colombia.

The return of these items to Okinawa is more than just getting objects back; it is
about bringing back part of the culture to the people of Okinawa. They offer a
window into the past, showing us how socleties functioned and how people lived.
Furthermore, by examining these artifacts, Okinawans will have opportunities for
a deeper understanding of where thevy came from and how that affects their

present cultural identity.

This event demonstrates how important it is for people to help find and return
stolen art and keep cultural heritage safe. The FBI stresses that everyone
should be alert and report anything unusual. Working together, people and the
police can help keep important parts of our history safe so evervone can enjoy

them.
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The FBI's work in the Okinawan case Is part of a more significant effort by their
Art Crime Team, which has found and returned over 20, 000 stolen items worth
more than £800 million. These efforts not only help get lost or stolen cultural

items back but also prevent further thefts and illegal holding of those items.

Additionally, the return of these items reminds us of the worldwide need to
protect cultural objects and to return them to their original owners., Countries
and groups around the world are continually trying to get back cultural items
taken during wars or other troubles. FEach successful return helps fix past
mistakes and builds stronger links between countries. For example, in Z0Z1,
Jesus College of Cambridge University returned a stolen bronze statue of a
cockerel (a voung male chicken) to representatives from Nigeria, who said they

hoped it would encourage other people around the world to do the game.

As more people realise the importance of cultural heritage, the story of
Okinawa's items is a fitting example of what can be done when people and
governments work together to keep our shared history safe. This story shows
the awareness needed by evervone to protect and celebrate historic artwork. A
nation’s cultural heritage defines not only the past but the present and future,

too, Removing these elements wipes out its history, and the most effective way
l”}l\m

!

to destrov a culture is to wipe out its past.
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$Tor the following guestions, chooge one of the following options, a, b, ¢, or d,

and mark the letter on vour answer sheet,

1. What does the text mainly discuss?
a. the benefits of working for the FBI
. the return of cultural iterns to Okinawa

C. the history of art during World War 1l

ol

the process of selling art in museums

2. Which of the following ig closest in meaning to {1} “belongings” in the text?

a. documents

I, lists

P

. possessions

o

collectables

3. Which of the following most appropriately replaces {2 “wipes out” in the
text?

a. deletes

. preserves

¢. studies

d. cleans

4. According to the text, where were the stolen historical Okinawan items
found?
a. Okinawa, Japan
L. Massachusetts, United States
¢. Cambridge, United Kingdom

d. Washington, District of Colombia
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5. According to the text, what was surprising about the fact that the family
found the items among their father’s things?
a. It was surprising because they didn't know their father was an art
thief.
b. It was surprising because they didn’t know their father was an art
collector.

It was surprising because they thought their father had already sold

[

the items.
d. It was surprising because they thought thelr father hadnt fought in

Okinawa.

fi, According to the text, why is it important for the items to be returned to
Ckinawa?
a. to increase tourism for economic gain
Iz. to enhance local education in schools
¢. to help people understand their history

d. to decorate museums with treasures

7. According to the text, what does the FBI emphasize about stolen art?

o

Recovering stolen art requires the skills of professionals.
. Recovering stolen art requires the cooperation of ordinary people.
¢. Recovering stolen art requires a lot of money and special equipment.

d. Recovering stolen art requires a lot of patience and luck.
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5. According to the text, what does the story suggest about the global effort
regarding cultural tems?
a. Many countries want to keep stolen items,
b. Few stolen tems are ever returned.
c. There is a strong effort to return stolen items.

d. Most stolen tems are never found.

9. According to the text, what did Jesus College of Cambridge University do
in 20217
a. built a new part of the college
. returned a stolen statue to Nigeria

¢. hosted an international art conference

d. purchased valuable art from Japan

10. Which of the following would the author of the text most likely agree with?

a. Nations should return stolen cultural items as it helps people learn
about the past,

. The best way to learn about your cultural heritage is to go to a

museun.

¢. Preserving cultural heritage is something that can only be done by the

FBL

d. Governments should punish people who have stolen cultural items.
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Il  There are three parts in this section:
@ In Parts A and B, read the texts and answer the questions that follow
them.

& In Part C, write an essay in English about a given topic.

Part A

The Workspace for Creating Strong Communities

Attention voung people!

1. Are vou nterested in starting a project that will help your

community and have a positive impact on soclety?

[

Would vou like to help other voung people develop their projects and
receive help from them to develop yvour project?

3. Do vou have skills that you can share with other voung people and
are there skills that you would like to learn and develop?

3

If vou answered “Yes” to these gquestions, the Workspace for Creating
Strong Communities (WCSC) welcomes vour group’s application to join our

friendly shared office program in 2025

Who we are

WOCSC is a notdfor-profit organization that helps small groups of voung
people ages 19 to 29 to set up projects that will have a positive outcome for
their communities. We were in 2015 and currently have four full-time

i
)
members of staff working in our organization. WCSC receives financial

support through various types of fund-raising and donations from companies

both in Japan and overseas.
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What we do

Each year WCSC selects five groups to join our shared office space program.
We provide successiul groups a range of resources free of charge, including
meeting rooms, tables, chairs, WiFl, notebook computers, software, and
printers. Groups each receive 200, GO0 yen for the year to cover various daily
expenses, inclmiingwm local travel costs, In addition, we organize a few

(2
seminars and workshops each month and these are open to successiul

applicants at no charge.

Seminar topics include, among many others:
1. “Goal Setting for Successiul Projects”
2. “Developing Effective Communication Skills”
3. “Being Creative in Project Work”
4, “Setting up Your Project’s Website and Social Media”

5, “Creating Attractive Flyers and Posters”

(o]

“Evaluating the Effectiveness of Your Project”
We also have a special relaxation room, where we hold yoga classes twice a

weel,

Additionally, W{SC organizes professional gatherings so that successful
applicants have opportunities to meet and talk to people who are experts in
various fields, including IT, public relations, project management, and

others,

An example of a past WOSC project

“Al Together Sports Festivals”

Ten sports festivals for people of all ages and abilities were held in Qctober
and November 2024 at locations in central Japan. The aim of the project was
to create opportunities for people of different ages, cultural backgrounds,
and abilities to enjoy playing various games and sports together. Through
this, the project aimed to increase communication and understanding

between people with different life . The sports festivals were also
" ———

3
accessible to wheelchair users.
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Who can apply?
To apply, groups must meet the following conditions:
1. Your group members must be between ages 19 and 2% as of June

1, 2025,

[

Your group must have three to five members.

()

Your group must submit a proposal of 200 words describing why
vou would like to join WCSC and why we should support vour
project.

4. WCSC welcomes applications from voung people of all cultural
backgrounds and races, abilities, religions, academic status, sexual

orientations, and gender identities.

Application deadline
Applications will be accepted until midnight on June 1, 2025, WCSC will only

accept applications through our website.

Contact us!
Please message us at WCSC if you have any questions about the application

process. Qur email address is on our wehsite.

$Tor the following questions, choose one of the following options, a, b, e, or d,

and mark the letter on vour answer sheet.

1. Which best fills in the underlined blank {1) in the text?
a. protected
. surveved
¢. decided

d. established

[
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s}

Liv

3

4,

What does the underlined pronoun {2 “their” in the text refer to?

a.

companies

L. groups

C.

WESC

d. daily expenses

Which best {ills in the underlined blank {3 in the text?

solutions
reasons
experiences

methods

According to the text, which one of the following projects would be most

likely to be selected by WCSC?

a.

d.

4 project to raise money for a karacke party for university students in
Adchi Prefecture

a project to start a company that will develop new video games for
teenagers

4 project to increase opportunities for children and elderly people to
corarnunicate

a project to develop Al to write essays for junior high school students

in English

According to the text, which one of the following iz true about W{S(C?

a.

[

d.

WSC has received financial support from more than five sources in
Japan each vear since Z015.

WCSC does not receive any donations or other types of financial
support from international sources.

WCSC gives financial support to the sponsors to express thanks to
them for their financial assistance.

WCSC receives financial support, and it gives some money to groups

for travel costs related to their projects.

Ed

4
i
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6. According to the text, which one of the following is true about WCSC

5.

seminars?

[

Seminars are held a few times a month and there are many more than
six topics.

Seminars are held several times a week and there are six main topics
that are offered.

Various seminars are available to all of the voung people in the groups
for a small fee.

One of the seminar topics is related to creating and controlling a

project’s budget.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the text as a benefit for

groups with successful applications to join WCSC?

a.
b.
c.

d.

chances to join voga classes twice a week in the relaxation room
opportunities to travel outside of Japan to join professional events
chances to meet and communicate with experts from various fields

opportunities to develop and share their skills with others

According to the text, which of the {following groups meets the

requirements given by WCSC?

a.

[

A group of three women and three men all of whom are 23 vears old
and apply by email by June 1, 2025,

A group of one woman and two men all of whom are 29 vears old and
apply by post before the June 1, 2025 deadline.

A group of four women from Portugal all of whom are 27 yvears old
and apply through the WCSC website by June 1, 2025,

A woman and a man both of whom are 25 vears old and apply by

email through the WCSC website in May 2025,
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Part B

N

February 25, 20ds

Dear Members of the Town Planning Committee;

1 am writing to ask permission to set up a small community lending library
in the waiting room of the train station in our town. In recent vears, such
libraries have become popular in countries around the world, and 1 believe
that people in our town would benefit greatly from having access to many
types of books that they can find right at the station as they wait for their

train.

There are advantages to a community train station library of this
(L
tvpe. Firsﬁy; having books available for people to take and read on the train
or in their homes provides an opportunity for all of us to spend less time
locking at our phones and other devices., Secondly, having a variety of books
for people to choose from gives us the chance to read different tvpes of
texts that we might not normally select, such as a nonfiction book about a
voung woman who sailed around the world on her own or an edition of
“Cinderella” written in French. Thirdly, a small library of this type gives
people a place to bring bocks they have finished reading, while at the same
time making them available to others to read for free. These are just a few

of the many benefits a library of this type can offer the community.

To assist with this lending library, I plan to form a group of volunteers to set
up ané‘__________ the library and check that the books are suitable for children
and adﬂlt\ After setting up the library, members of the volunteer group will
vizit the station on Tuesdays and Fridavs to make sure that the library is

tidy and that the books are in good condition.

There would be guidelines explaining the use of the library. For example:

1w o Fal =
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@ TPeople are welcome to take or borrow books freely, but it is hoped that
they would return them within a month and in good condition.
ey

& If people take a book to read, we would ask them to consider donating a

boolk that they no longer need for others to read.

Thank you for reading my letter, and [ hope that the members of the Town

Planning Committee will consider my proposal to a small community
ey
library in our local train station.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like

any additional information.
Warm regards,

Jane Smith

$For the following questions, choose one of the following options, a, b, ¢, or d,

and mark the letter on your answer sheet,

1. Which best fills in the underlined blank (1) in the text?
a. much
b. few
. extremely

d. numerous

2. Which best fills in the underlined blank {Z) in the text?
a. purchase
Iz, maintain
¢. locate

d. count

OMEBES 320
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(]

What does the underlined pronoun {3} “them” in the text refer to?

. books
. guidelines

. volunteers

people

Which best fills in the underlined blank {4) in the text?

. find

. borrow

create

order

. According to the text, which of the following is true about the lending

library?

a.

Peaple in the town would most likely dislike giving their books to other
people to tead.
Having various genres to read would not be a henefit of having a

library of this type.

. The volunteer group would be set up and managed by the local Town

Planning Committee.

Having bocoks in train stations for people to take to read is popular

internationally.

. Which of the following I8 NOT mentioned in the text as an advantage of

this type of library?

da.

[

d.

People might spend less time looking at their phones and other

electronic devices,

. The train station would appear more attractive, and more people

might start to use the train.

. The lbrary would he a place for people to donate books after they

finish reading them.

People could borrow and read books without having to spend money to

buy them.
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I

. According to the text, which of the following is true about the volunteers

who would help with the library?

a.

Members of the volunteer group will go to the station twice a week to

check that the librarv and the books are in good condition.

. Members of the volunteer group will regularly ask people in the town

to donate thelr used books to the library at the train station.

. Members of the volunteer group will put prices on all the books before

they are added to the library at the train station.

. Members of the volunteer group will work together to make sure that

people do not take more than three books at a time.
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Part C

Chooze either Project 1 or Project 2 below that vou would like to join as a
volunteer. Write an email message of 70 to 90 words to the Town Planning
Committes, In yvour message:

1. Explain why you think vou would be a good member of the project.

2. Ask two questions about the volunteer position.

The following four points will be used to score your essay.
& length and including responses to 1 and Z above
@ grammar
& vocabulary
&

organization

Announcement:
—Volunteers needed to help with projects in our town—
Project 1: Town Sports Festival Project 2: Town Lending

We are looking for people to Library

volunteer to help at the Town
Sports Festival in October 2025
The sports festival will include
events  for

games and sports

children and adults. Tasks will
include setting up the events and
amnouncing the winners. Please
send us an email I you would like
Town

to help at the Sports

Featival!

We are looking for people to
volunteer to help set up the Town
Lending Library. Tasks will
include choosing books for the
library, creating a list with short
descriptions of each book, and

putting the books on  shelves.
Please send us an email if vou
would like to help set up the Town

Lending Library!
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Dear Town Planning Committee,

{Write vour email message in the box on vour answer sheet.)

Warm regards,
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There are two parts in this section:
& In Part A, read the text and answer the questions that {ollow it.

& In Part B, write an essay in English about the given topic.

Part A

The Changing Future of Libraries

Libraries have plaved an essential role in knowledge sharing within communities
for thousands of vears. TFrom the earliest private collections that contained
writings on clay tablets to the modern public facilities that operate todayv,
libraries have provided generations of people with education and opportunities to
develop their literacy skills. Public libraries alsc have unique features such as
the slightly sweet smell of the books, the calm atmosphere for studving, the joy
of discovering a new book, and the chance to interact with a knowledgeable

librarian. Some people even use their local library as a temporary refuge from

the weather. However, as technological developments such as smartphones and
tablets have over the vears, the way people consume information has
{1

changed. The convenlence of these devices may affect the future of public
libraties that only focus on lending books, as thev provide an alternative source
of knowledge and allow for the efficient retrieval of nformation from any
location. In response to this changing landscape, some public libraries around
the world are adapting and showing they can thrive by providing additional

services that target the demands of the public.

Public libraries worldwide are realising that their traditional offerings are not
enough to sustain them and are tryving to cater to changing technological trends
and habits. As a result, they are incorporating diverse features that blend
traditional elements with digital and collaborative ones. De Krook Library in
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Ghent, Belgium, i= a prime example of a public library responding to the demands
of modern life by offering wvisitors a more coptemporary experience. It is a
{Qyr—
dynamic new building constructed in 2017 by international architects. Among its
attractive facilities are over 1, 000 workspaces, reading spaces, a café, areas for
collaboration, a student radio studic, and places for people to receive advice on
issues concerning daily living. Meeting rooms in the building also host lectures,
talks, conferences, and concerts, The library does not charge a membership fee,
and Wi-Fi is available to everyone. Through these efforts, De Krook Library has
succeeded in increasing visitor numbers, with more than 4, GCC people passing
through their doors daily. The people coming also represent the different
generations of the community, with voung children enjoving the comfortable
lending library on the lower floor and retirees attending internet classes in other
locations in the building. Since opening, the library has found that book loans
have increased by 10%. Els Van Rompay, De Krook's service and
communications coordinator, believes that the library's core feature should be its
books. However, at the same time, it should also offer the public the opportunity

to come together, chat, and exchange ideas,

Similar to De Kroock Library, other libraries are offering additional services to
their local residents. Finland’s Helsinki Central Library Oodi, known simply as
Qodi, was designed by local architects and opened (8 months after De Krook
One million people came to use it in the first four months. It is also a modern
building offering diverse options to its visitors. Along with Wi-Fi, there are
spaces for training events, conferences, meetings, reading, and studyving. [t even
has kitchens for group cooking events, a recording studio, a cinema, an outdoor
balcony with beautiful views over the local area, and real trees on the top floor.
Most services are free, but some larger rooms require people to pay a rental fee.
Anna-Maria Seininvaara, the librarv's director, explains that Oodi is a place that
welcomes all members of soclety, and they want to offer something that
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motivates people to leave thelr houses. Elsewhere, in Scotland and parts of the
United States of America, some libraries are trying to attract visitors by
promoting physical exercise among the populations of those areas. These
institutions are integrating their traditional function of book lending with
enjoyable leisure activities by offering innovative wavs for the public to make use
03‘_1 them. Public libraries are inviting people to join walking tours or movement-
£3)

based programs at the libraries. As a result, the libraries reported a
o
between the number of people who joined these programs and the number of

library users because of these initiatives.

In todav's world, technology is replacing the educational and information-
gathering roles traditionally fulfilled by the local library with devices that allow
people to access information from the comfort of their living rooms. As a result,
some public libraries are innovating to attract visitors by expanding their services
to appeal to the broader community while also maintaining their traditional
functions. Introducing new technology, collaborating with mermbers of the local
commurity, and adapting to changing lifestyles are essential considerations for
library administrators. Public libraries that think outside the box can survive and

thrive in the vears ahead.

]
)

fox
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$Tor the following guestions, chooge one of the following options, a, b, ¢, or d,

and mark the letter on vour answer sheet,

1. Which hest fills in the underlined blank (1) in the text?
a. produced
;. advanced

accustomed

[

d. prepared

2. Which of the following is closest in meaning to {2 “contemporary” in the
fext?
a. enjovable
I, modern
¢, &imilar
d. original
3. What does the underlined pronoun {3} “them” in the text refer to?
a. walking tours
. houses
¢. libraries

d. the public

4, Which best fills in the underlined blank (4) in the text?
a. correspondence

;. blend

[

misunderstanding

d. routine
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5. According to the text, from the time of the first libraries, what have

6.

1.

20

people been able to do in them?
a. write on clay tablets in private collections
. improve their reading and writing abilities

N

>, develop their computer abilities

~

o~

1. wonder about the need for them

Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the text as a feature of
modern libraries?

a. People can escape the uncomfortable summer heat.

b. Peaple can study in a relaxed atmosphere.

¢ . People can borrow books with their smartphones.

d. People can have a conversation with a staff member.

According to the text, what does De Krook's service and communications
coordinator think is the main purpose of their library?

a. It allows people to collaborate.

. It allows people to read books.

c. It allows people to gather.

d. It allows people to chat.

According to the text, which of the following is true about the libraries

mentioned?

a. De Krook Library’s vigitors are mainly children and retirees, but Godi
attracts all members of society.

. De Krook Library is older than Oodi, but both libraries are new

buildings, offer Wi-Fi, and host conferences.

ol

Oodi and De Krook Library want to motivate people to leave their
houses, so all services are free of charge.

d. Qodi was designed by a company from Belgium, but an international
team of architects designed De Krook Library.
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10,

Which of the following best summarises the text?

[

Public libraries are being affected by technology, but they can survive
o their own if they are creative and offer more technology to visitors.
Public libraries are being affected by technology, but they can survive
if they are creative and offer free services to visitors.

Public libraries are being affected by technology, but they can survive
on their own if they are creative and ask visitors for donations,

Public libraries are being affected by technology, but they can survive

if they are creative and collaborate with other groups.

Which of the following would the author of this text most likely agree

with?

a.

Libraries today should stop focusing on lending books and offer more
innovative initiatives.

Libraries today should continue to focus on lending books but offer
maore innovative initiatives,

Libraries today should offer more innovative technological services for
people to access in their living rooms.

Libraries today should offer fewer innovative technological services to

people and encourage them to exercise more.
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Part B Write a short essay in English on your answer sheet about different
methods of shopping. Write at least 120 words and answer the following three

ruestions in your essay.

1. Which do you prefer, in-store or online shopping?

)

What are some advantages of vour preferred method and disadvantages of

the other method?

()

How do vou think shopping in Japan will change in the future?

The following four points will be used to score vour essay:
@ length and including answers to 1, £, and 3 above
® orammar

& vocabulary

@

organisation
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